308                                    APPENDIX.

APPENDIX You will find by the last secret despatches from India* that
^_ ' _^ some opening has been given for our arbitration in settling the
disputes between the several Mahratta chiefs, and that the
Government of Bengal has agreed to undertake the mediation
proposed, under the condition of a previous formal agreement
signed by all the parties, binding themselves to accept our
award as final and conclusive upon their respective claims. If
any such proceeding should take place, it will give a natural
opening to such further engagements as may appear advisable.

The same despatches will inform you of the anxiety of the
Mahrattas to obtain our agreement to a general defensive treaty
against Zemaun Shah. The Government of Bengal has post-
poned the consideration of this proposition to a period of time
which I confess I should think the most unfavourable for the
examination of this difficult question, and still more unseason-
able for the negotiation of a treaty with such a power as the
Mahratta States; this period of time is no other than the
moment when Zemaun Shah shall again approach the frontiers
of Hindoosthan. Without giving any decisive opinion on the
wisdom of entering into the treaty proposed, I shall certainly
think it my duty upon my arrival in India to proceed without
the delay of one moment to the examination and decision of
the proposal made by the Mahrattas; if it should appear expe-
dient to engage with them in a defensive system against
the threatened invasion of Zemaun Shah, there is no doubt
that such a measure would tend greatly to reconcile to them
&ny propositions which we might wish to offer with respect to
the arrangements at the Court of Hyderabad.

The inclination of my opinion at present rather leads me to
think, that a general defensive alliance between all the existing
powers of Hindoosthan (Tippoo perhaps alone excepted) against
the expected invasion of Zemaun Shah, would not only be the
best Security against the success of such an invasion if attempted,
but might have the effect of deterring that prince from an un-
dertaking which must end in his own disappointment and ruin,

* The opening of these despatches is explained in letters Nos, 2 and 3.